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tending to alter some points of the law and make them new:
other some made shortly after a session of parliament, for
matter directly rejected in the same session: others appointing
punishments to "be inflicted before lawful trial and conviction:
some containing penalties in form of penal statutes: some
referring the punishment of offenders to the courts of arbitrary
discretion, which have laid heavy and grievous censures upon
the delinquents : some, as the proclamation for starch, accom-
panied with letters commanding enquiry to be made against the
transgressors at the quarter sessions: . . . and some vouching
former proclamations, to countenance and warrant the latter...
By reason whereof there is a general fear conceived and spread
amongst your Majesty's people, that proclamations will by de-
grees grow up and increase to the strength and nature of laws:
whereby not only that ancient happiness, freedom, will "be
much blemished if not quite taken away, which their ancestors
have so long enjoyed, but the same may also in process of time
bring a new form of arbitrary government upon the realm . . .

We therefore, your Majesty's humble subjects, the Commons
in this Parliament assembled, taking these matters into our
consideration and weighing how  much it doth concern your
.Majesty, both in honour  and  safety, that  such  impressions
should not be enforced to settle in your subjects' minds, have
thought it to appertain to our  duties,  as well toward your
Majesty as to those that have trusted and sent us to their
service, to present unto your Majesty's view these fears and
griefs of your people, and to become humble suitors unto your
Majesty, that thenceforth no fine or forfeiture of goods or other
pecuniary or corporal punishment maybe inflicted upon your
subjects (other than restraint of liberty, which we also humbly
beseech may be but upon urgent necessity, and to continue hut
till other order may be taken by course of law), unless they
shall offend against some law or statute of this realm in force
at the time of their offence committed : and for greater assur-
ance  and  comfort of your people, that  it  will  please your
Majesty to declare your royal pleasure to that purpose, either
by some law to be made in this session of parliament or by some
such other course (whereof your people may take knowledge),
as to your princely wisdom stall seem most convenient...